
THE RENFE 
in Spain 

Red National de 
Ferrocarriles 

(The National Railway 
Network) 



Modes of Transportation 

• How you got to school? 

• How your parents got to work? 

• How you traveled on your last vacation? 

 

 

 

 

 

• Do you think that people use more or less 
types of transportation in Spain? 

 

 



Your 
Observations… 







An Inside View of the 
RENFE 



RENFE  
Accommodations 



The inside 
of the 

Amtrak 



THE Amtrak 
Accommodations 



Practices 
• These trains serve many functions: 

– Convenient and an efficient way to get from 
place to place. 

– There are a variety of RENFE trains for all types 
of travelers.   

– Some serve for commuter transportation, as well 
as inner city transport in large cities, while others 
function for overnight or cross county trips.   

 



 
Perspective #1: 

 
• The ferrocarril is an important part of the public 

transportation system in Spain because it 
provides safe and affordable options for people 
traveling for different purposes and distances.   

 

• Why don’t more people use Amtrack? 

– Only 9% of the population in 2012.  

• How would your routine change if you had to 
use a train? 



Perspective #2: 

• With large traffic jams and 
scarce parking in most major 
cities, Spaniards often find it 
easier and more practical to 
use the train system than to 
drive a car.   

 
• Can you name a U.S. city where 

parking is difficult and people 
use public transportation? 

• What would be some benefits 
from having a more developed 
train system in Michigan? 



Perspective #3: 

• Using the train system has less environmental impact 
and is a cheap option for getting from one place to 
another, especially when you can use it in 
combination with other forms of public 
transportation.  

 

• Why are eco-friendly means of transportation going to 
be so important for the future 

• Would gas prices go down if we had more public 
transportation options in the U.S.?  



Distribution: 

 

 

 

 

• Not all people use the train, some use other forms 
of public transportation (metros, busses) and do 
have cars. 

– Out of 40 million people around 22 million use the train 
each year.   

 

In Spain the RENFE has trains 
that travel to all major cities 
and tourist sites in Spain.  
 



Distribution: 

• I can’t name all of the small cities that do not 
have direct access to the train in their town 
because there are a large number of them, 
especially in places like northern Spain.  

 

• RENFE is the only operator of high speed 
trains in Spain, however the high speed train 
only operates between a limited number of 
cities.  

 



Homework!! 

• Research more about the train system in Spain. 

• I would like you to compare ticket prices of the 
RENFE and Amtrak. 

• Remember you might have to use a currency 
converter.   


